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in college no notably creative and construc-
tive task had challenged him. Now, however,
when he turned to face the problem of re-
organizing and re-creating a weakened school,
such a challenge did confront him. It was to
call out a masterfulness and a personal au-
thority which seemed to give his whole char-
acter a new aspect. In the ardor of his task,
and in his intense determination to accomplish
what he set himself to do, he was to drive
ahead with an absorbing energy that some-
times should seem harsh to those who worked
under his direction. The John Meigs who
plunged into his new duties at The Hill "was
a more forceful, a more formidable person
than the John Meigs at Lafayette; and he was
going to need new influences to help him keep
the balance of his nature and make the impetu-
ous loving-kindness which was always a part
of him able to sweeten still the strenuous exer-
cise of his determined will.
